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Review of the LNG Vision in BC 
 

Proposal Name Review of the LNG Vision in BC 

Recipient BC Conference 

Originating Body Faithful Public Witness Cluster, Comox-Nanaimo Presbytery 

Type of Proposal   Educational  (I want the court to be informed) 

  For Conversation  (I want the court to have a conversation) 

X  For Decision  (I want the court to make a decision or take an action) 

 
Proposed Action That BC Conference: 

1. write a letter to the BC Government asking them to critically review, with a view to 
abandoning, its LNG-based Economic Strategy in BC, as it now seems economically 
infeasible and harmful to the environment and aspirations of BC residents; 

2. create educational materials and worship resources for churches in BC on LNG. 

Background A document recently prepared for B.C.’s Environment Minister warns that the pursuit of 
a liquefied natural gas (LNG) industry could double the province’s greenhouse gas 
emissions, thus imperiling its legislated targets for GHG reductions. The document, 
obtained under a freedom of information request, says that emissions would rise by a 
minimum of 16% or as much as 100%. It says “At the high end of that range B.C.’s natural 
gas sector emissions would be comparable to those from Alberta’s oil sands.”  

According to the Canadian Centre for Policy Alternatives, at the current price for gas, 
there would likely be very little net revenue to the Government of BC for 14-17 years 
from the LNG industry, and questionable amounts after that at the proposed royalty rate 
and capital cost allowance schedule. The industry is also capital- intensive rather than 
labour-intensive so few permanent jobs would be available for BC-ers and many of the 
construction jobs would likely go to temporary foreign workers who know what they are 
doing. This is in contrast to the tourism industry which is job-intensive, yet threatened by 
these proposals.  

There are many risks associated with the proposed locations of LNG terminals in BC such 
as Howe Sound, and on eastern Vancouver Island: 

 new pipelines will have to be built through sensitive zones; 

 large amounts of energy will be needed to compress the gas; 

 tanker traffic will increase in tight channels. Accidents with LNG tankers have 
the potential to be devastating in nature; 

 heated water released from compression operations could threaten salmon and 
other species in estuaries.  

As the United Church of Canada, we are called to care for Creation and all creatures in 
the One-earth Community. There are alternatives to LNG which show much more 
promise in terms of ecological health and long-term sustainability. Alternate investments 
in sustainable energy (e.g. wind, tides) and human-intensive economic activity show a 
much brighter promise for the future of British Columbia than LNG. 

Financial None noted. 



Implications 

Intermediate Court Action 

Comox-Nanaimo 
Presbytery 

X  Concurrence  (Agree with Proposal) 

  Non-Concurrence  (Disagree with Proposal) 

Comments: None 







































 


